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to be thrown off easily. It is said that in PJiyllium one indi-
vidual will nibble the edge of the tegmen of another apparently
in the belief that it is a real leaf. A Brazilian species of the
genus Prisopus is aquatic, living in mountain streams under
stones. The under side of this species is densely pubescent.
Males are exceedingly rare in some, and reproduction in these
cases is parthenogenetic.

All are herbivorous and eat large quantities of food. They
are characteristic chiefly of tropical forest areas, where they
live in the tops of trees, their eggs falling like rain and sounding
like a shower (Bates). Hibernation takes place when neces-
sary as an egg, which is laid in autumn and hatches in the
following spring. Great numbers of eggs are parasitized by
Ichneumonids, and birds, monkeys, and Reduviids attack the
nymphs and adults.

The chief works on Phasmidce are : Kirby's Catalogue (1904),
Brunner von Wattenwyl and Redtenbacher (1906, 1908),
Meissner (1916).

About six hundred species are known, of which four or five
are native to the South of Europe. They are essentially forest
insects, and when abundant may strip acres of trees. In some
cases they may prove a source of danger to cultivated tree
crops, and when accessible trees may be sprayed with a stomach
poison. LopopJius coccopJiagus destroys palm trees in Fiji
and other Pacific islands.

ACRIDIIDJE (Locustidce).
Grasshoppers, Locusts, Shorthorn grasshoppers.
Medium-sized to large insects with short antennae, never
extending beyond the prothorax ; jumping hind-legs ; an
auditory organ situated on the abdomen.
The Acridiids form the most important group of the Orthop-
tera and contain the true locusts, which have been known as
first-class pests from the time when man first started to grow
crops. It is unfortunate that the true locusts do not form part
of the family Locustidce, and attempts have been made to
remedy this confusion of names by altering the nomenclature